LET’S START TALKING … 

Here are some topics where I can offer my unique satirical yet spiritual perspective. These themes can be tailored to an organization’s specific needs. 

Walking with the Women at the Well
What prevents even seemingly progressive Christians from embracing those who have been ostracized and abandoned by mainstream society?  Religious leaders can be heard saying privately they'd like to be more welcoming to undocumented workers, immigrants, LGBT people, those in prison, and others on the fringes of society. But they insist they can't go public with their desires because if they truly go to the margins, then they'll lose their funding support, standing in the community and other perks they feel enable them to “do good.” Conversely, the majority of young adults leaving the evangelical church say they can no longer participate in a church that is unwelcoming to their LGBT friends.  Using both biblical stories such as the woman at the well (John 4: 1-42), as well other historical and contemporary narratives of everyday radicals, I propose to start a conversations about finding sacred spaces that can welcome those who feel a tug to the divine but they refuse to set foot inside of a church out of fear they'll be ostracized yet again. 

Jesus Died for This? 
As we approach the 500th anniversary of the Reformation, I’ve been searching for signs of Jesus in the 21st century despite the presence of such biblical brands like Americana Christianity©, Emergent Church™ and Progressive Power®.  In this quest, I discovered communities of faith hidden beneath the biblical bunk. Through their seemingly ordinary activities, they are changing the world through the love of Christ. If possible, I’d love to interact with local grassroots groups and faith leaders in this dialogue of how we deconstruct our misperceptions of Jesus in order to reveal glimpses of the Risen Christ. Such a dialogue would create a living room discussion where we can all learn from each other what it means to be a Christ follower in a post 9-11 pluralistic world. 
Thank God for Atheists 
I applaud those atheists who point out the dangers of blindly following a fundamentalist form of Christianity. Once we deconstruct the dangers of fundamentalism albeit religious or secular, I believe there exists a desire among many Americans to explore what it means to live as citizens in an increasingly pluralistic global society. But does this Christian nation possess the will to stop exporting American exceptionalism?  Can the USA practice what my ancestor the Rev. Roger Williams termed “liberty of conscience,” the idea of uncoerced faith that should be free under God to act on its own without state sanctions?” I would like to open up a dialogue between Christians and humanists on how we can turn down the white noise caused by the extremists on both sides so we can explore where in our post-secular culture we can find common ground in our shared humanity on topics such as the intersection of science and religion, concern for the environment, and the separation of church and state.  
Connecting with the Celts: A 21st Century Search for meaning
In my travels, I keep encountering spiritual seekers who have been burned by US Christianity. Many are simply tired of deconstructing Christianity and wondering what kind of a faith might be possible in an increasing globalized and pluralized world. Others grew up in a largely secular culture but yet they still seek a desire to connect with something beyond themselves. When I talk with these souls, I find that we can often find a common connection through the language of those Celts who walk that thin line that divides this world from the next? This dialogue will explore how our 21st century digital minds connect with the soul of Celtic spirituality that embraces the God of mystery and celebrates that all of creation is good.

Rising from the Ashes: Rethinking Church 
The alternative worship/emerging church movement has been underway in various incarnations throughout the UK for over twenty years, and has impacted the U.S. evangelical community since the 1990s. However, these influences are just now beginning to emerge within the mainline liturgical churches. In my role as a scribe for a series of books with Church Publishing, I’ve been gathering oral history-style interviews with people who are at the forefront of exploring what it means to "be" the church in the 21st century.  I welcome the opportunity to engage in interactive discussions with other religious leaders and activists interested in this dialogue. 

Connecting as Christians
Just as the printing press helped launched the Reformation, how does technology enable us get out our message in the 21st century? This conversation would cover the rapidly changing shifts in print and online publishing, social networking and other means that we use to communicate our message to a global world. Ideally, I’d like to have a roundtable with tech savvy Christians, who can help guide us all in an open sourced discussion. 
A Peculiar People
In our quest to establish the church of the 21st century, we seem to keep misplacing the set of keys that can help us unlock the roadmaps taken by those countless pilgrims, who served as faithful witnesses through such monumental church catastrophes like the Great Schism and the Reformation.  A historical romp of those seminal church figures such as Mary Magdalene, St. Francis of Assisi, and Mother Teresa reveals that those who choose to follow Christ have always found themselves drawn to the margins of society. These stories demonstrate to those who feel they are crazy for following Christ that they are indeed in excellent company. If possible, I would welcome local grassroots practioners to join in this discussion with me to illuminate that we still have saints among us today. 
The Spiritual Discipline of Religious Satire: A holy and yet heretical quest. 
From 1995 to 2006 I served as Senior Contributing Editor for The Wittenburg Door, the world's largest, oldest and only religious satire magazine and continue to pen satirical pieces for outlets such as Killing the Buddha.  I can offer my reflections on how this old and honorable tradition practiced by religious leaders ranging from Jesus to Jonathan Swift can keep spiritual seekers sane. Thanks to daily application of this discipline, I will reflect how I can still remain a follower of Jesus despite living in Christianized America. 
Vote for MY Jesus? An exploration of how the role of faith in the public square. 
Drawing upon the research for my book Red and Blue God, Black and Blue Church and my continued postings for outlets such as Washington Post, The Guardian, Patheos, Religion Dispatches, Geez, The Revealer, and Killing the Buddha, I will critique those who chose politics over piety, while exploring what it means to follow the rule breaking, troublemaking, love making radical Christ. This talk will be revised as needed to keep abreast of the current religious-political debates. 
LOGISTICS 

In the keeping with the spirit of creating spaces where we’re all travelers on the journey rather than “experts,” I don’t ask a set fee for services rendered. Rather, those interested can contribute what they can so that these conversations can continue. While I enjoy meeting people face-to-face, I welcome the opportunity to connect with people virtually via Skype and other webcasting services.
I try to take a pilgrim approach to travel by not jet hopping but staying and exploring the area a bit and try to make multiple connections. Along those lines, I prefer not to stay at hotels, looking instead to join people in their homes or if that’s not possible, then I look for religious retreat centers or hostels. To keep my carbon footprint down, I try not to rent a car and take public transportation or share rides when possible.

If folks would like to have audio and video available, then I will need a slide projector with a screen and audio speakers that can connect using USB cables.
Contact me at garrison.becky@gmail.com to start chatting. 

Peace, 

Becky Garrison  

